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New River Valley Master Gardeners

The New River Valley Master Gardener Association is a
nonprofit organization working in conjunction with the
Montgomery County Cooperative Extension Service to bring
horticultural education and enjoyment to people in the New
River Valley.

The Grapevine welcomes news, articles, questions, editorials,
and comments. The Grapevine is published monthly and
provided to all active members of the NRVMGA. Non-
members may subscribe for $15/yr. Please submit al! items to
the Newsletter Editor by the 25th in order to be included in
next month’s issue.

Officers

President — Connie Lawson 674-6127 conniel@vt.edu
Vice president — Ini Beckman — 552-2873
inibeckman(@yahoo.com

Secretary — Rosemarie Sawdon — 540-953-0379
sawdon@msn.com

Treasurer ~-Bob Lockwood-639-5982
svlockwood@aol.com

At large — Erica Jones—544-7359 emjones@vt.edu
At large — Lynn Brammer - 449- 6621
Torammer@vt.edu

At large — Donna Fern—336-380-5242
vafern3@gmail.com

Past president — Gwen Ewing — 382-9566
ewinggr@vt.edu

Communications

Website:  http://civic.bev.net/nrvinga

Erica Jones: Webmaster and Listserv Administrator
(emjones(@yvt.cdu)

Printed/Mailed Newsletter - Lynn Brammer
lbrammer(@vt.ed

Membership and Directory — Evelyn Melia
meliano@comecast.net

Newsletter Editor — Carol Moates
745-4782 cymoates@gmail.com

VCE Master Gardener Program
Wendy Silverman, Coordinator 382-5790

Contact Us:

NRVMGA

NRV MGA Website:
http://civic.bev.net/nrvmga/
(Membership Dues, Grants and General
Correspondence} 755 Roanoke St.,

Suite G, Christiansburg, VA 24073
Listserv: nrvmga@listserv.bbure.bev.net

Virginia Cooperative Extension —
Montgomery County Office

Website: www.ext.vt.edu

(MG Coordinator and Timesheets)
755 Roanoke Street, Suite G,
Christiansburg, VA 24073

(540) 382-5790 Fax: (540) 382-5729
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The above article was published in the Summer issue of Heirloom Gardener which is put out by Jere and Emilee Gettle
who own and run Bakers Creek Seeds. | was given permission by their publisher to run this as a holiday gift to this group
and also granted permission by the author, Andrew Weidman. He is also a Master Gardner through Penn State and has

asked if we would share our Grapevines with him which | readily agreed. We owe these folks a big thank you for this
wonderful article!




I wish each of you and your families the warmest wishes for the Holiday Season and the coming New Year! It has been
very rewarding to work with you all as a group and individuals and I have been so pleased with the way QUR newsletter
has grown and changed with the additions of articles and photos | have been sent from you. |look forward to 2013 and
the continuing of your contributions that make our newsletter richer and more inclusive!

Carol Moates, Editor

it is that time of year again! Master Gardener Renewals for 2013,

Renewal Contracts, NRVMGA Application, and a new VCE Volunteer form for the 2013 Master Gardener Year
can be found at the NRVMGA website, and in the VMS system under newsletters/documents. This year, there
is a new form for all of us to fill out. Itis called the Volunteer Application/Enroliment form Long Form VA-114.
Every volunteer for Virginia Cooperative Extension needs to fill this form out. Luckily we don’t need to do it
every year—-just a quick yearly update. All information will be kept strictly confidential and locked. The reason
we need to fill this out is to keep us, our clients, and VT safe. We are not planning on doing background
checks on everyone, but we may need to for certain projects. This form gives us enough info to form any
possible background checks needed.

Other changes for the 2013 year are that we will be adding in a requirement that 10% of your required
volunteer time needs to be in the form of a plant clinic or Master Gardener helpdesk. That means, 2 of your
20 required service hours must be used at a plant clinic {(including Share the Spare, assisting one of the
extension offices in a helpdesk fashion or at any of our plant clinics. This requirement will greatly help me
fulfill the plant clinic request we get each year. Plant clinics are the major way we interact with the general
public, and it is very sad when we don’t have the help to do them. | hope that this change to the contract will
help us fulfill this outreach effort.

| look forward to a fantastic 2013 Master Gardener Year!
Happy Holidays!

Wendy




8.

VCE Master Gardener
Continuation Contract 2013

**please read carefully, sign, and return to the Extension Office**

As a Virginia Cooperative Extension Master Gardener volunteer, I will continue to:

. Share unbiased, research-based horticulture information approved by Virginia Tech,

Virginia State University, or Virginia Cooperative Extension.

. Refer questions on topics for which I have not received VCE Master Gardener training or do

not have appropriate reference materials to the local Master Gardener Coordinator or
designated individual.

Refer all questions regarding commercial crop production or pest control of such crops to the
Extension Agriculture Agent.

. Not use my VCE Master Gardener nametag, certificate, or title in direct or implied

endorsement of any product or service.

Not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, color, ethnicity, national origin, disability,
veteran status, age, religion, sexual orientation, or socio-economic circumstances.

. Acknowledge that I have received explanation of the VCE / Virginia Tech liability coverage

for volunteer staff members. I understand that any medical problem arising from volunteer
work for VCE / VT is my responsibility, through my personal health care coverage. If
injured while working for VCE / VT, I will file the injury with my personal insurance.

Understand that as a VCE-MG volunteer, I represent VCE & VT as a non-paid staff
member, and must follow policies and criteria specified in the Virginia MG Handbook and
other VCE documents.

Fulfill an annual commitment of 20 hours of volunteer service and 8 hours of continuing
education training to remain an active Master Gardener after my initial intern year of a 57
hour training course and 50 hours of service. 10% of my service will be in the forms of
plant clinics or the horticulture help desk.

(If, according to our previous year’s records, you have not completed the necessary service and

training hours, you will be contacted to discuss a plan to do so.)




Name (print) Date

Signature Home Phone
Address Work Phone

Cell Phone
Are you re-activating your membership? Yes No E-mail

If yes, when was your last year of active Membership?

Return by 21% of February of membership year to: VCE — Montgomery County Office
Master Gardener Program
755 Roanoke Street Suite 1G
Christiansburg VA 24073




ings to All from Our house to Yours

Holiday Bless



New River Valley

Master Gardener Association
755 Roanoke St., Suite G
Christiansburg, VA 24073




